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INTRODUCTION 

Purpose: 
This study guide provides an in-depth journey through the Book of Malachi, highlighting 
God’s unwavering love, the call to genuine worship, and the promise of the coming 
Messiah. Each lesson combines historical and theological background with reflection 
questions to lead you into heartfelt devotion. 

Historical Context: 

• Post-exilic Israel (about 100 years after the Babylonian Exile). 

• The temple and city walls were rebuilt, but the people’s hearts grew complacent. 

• Malachi’s message: Return to authentic covenant worship; anticipate the Savior. 

Key Themes: 

• God’s Sovereign Love 

• Faithfulness in Worship 

• Covenant Loyalty vs. Spiritual Apathy 

• Relational Integrity (marriage, community unity) 

• Messianic Promise (Forerunner as Elijah & the Day of the Lord) 

  



LESSON 1: GOD’S UNFAILING LOVE 

(Malachi 1:1–5) 

SERMON SUMMARY 

In this sermon, we explored Israel’s struggle to feel loved by God, despite clear historical 
evidence of His steadfast care. God’s sovereign choice of Jacob over Esau was presented 
as a powerful example of His gracious election and abiding commitment to His covenant 
people. Reflecting on this undeserved favor helps combat spiritual apathy and inspires a 
renewed sense of worship and gratitude. 

SUMMARY 

• Israel questions God’s love: “How have You loved us?” 

• God underscores His choice of Jacob (Israel) over Esau (Edom) as proof of His 
enduring faithfulness. 

• Key Insight: Marvel at God’s gracious election to dispel apathy. 

STUDY POINTS 

1. Divine Love: More than emotion—His faithful commitment. 

2. Election as Grace: God chose an unworthy nation, mirroring the gospel story. 

3. Combat Apathy: Reflecting on our own testimony and God’s love rekindles true 
worship. 

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION 

• Heart Check: Have you ever asked, “Lord, how have You loved me?” How does 
recounting your salvation story restore awe? 

• Going Deeper: How does being chosen in Christ (see Ephesians 1:4) spark humility 
and gratitude? 

APPLICATION 

• Journaling: Write down personal examples of God’s faithfulness in your life. 

• Group Sharing: Encourage each other by recounting divine answers to prayer or life 
changes. 

  



LESSON 2: HONORING GOD IN WORSHIP 

(Malachi 1:6–2:9) 

SERMON SUMMARY 

This sermon addressed the careless attitude of Israel’s priests, who offered flawed and 
diseased sacrifices rather than presenting God their very best. Their indifference belittled 
God’s name and influenced the worship of the entire nation. We learned that honoring God 
requires reverence for His glory, heartfelt obedience, and spiritual leadership that models 
true devotion rather than mere ritual. 

SUMMARY 

• The priests dishonor God by offering flawed sacrifices (sick and lame animals). 

• Half-hearted rituals degrade God’s name instead of exalting it. 

• Leadership sets the tone: negligent priests breed casual worship among the people. 

STUDY POINTS 

1. Weight of God’s Name: True worship treasures His “honor.” 

2. Half-Hearted Worship: External forms without a devoted heart. 

3. Leadership Accountability: When leaders falter, whole communities suffer 
spiritual decline. 

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION 

• In what ways might we give God “leftovers” today—our time, effort, or resources? 

• If you’re in a position of influence (home, church, work), how can you model 
wholehearted reverence? 

APPLICATION 

• Personal Audit: Identify one area where you can start giving God your “best” rather 
than the surplus or remnants. 

  



LESSON 3: FAITHFULNESS IN COVENANT RELATIONSHIPS 

(Malachi 2:10–16) 

SERMON SUMMARY 

In this sermon, we observed Israel’s faithlessness in both their marriages and broader 
relationships, including intermarriage with idolatrous nations. Their disregard for marital 
fidelity revealed a deeper spiritual issue: a casual approach to God’s covenant. By 
examining these failures, we were reminded that our earthly commitments reflect the 
bigger picture of Christ’s unbreakable love for His Church. 

SUMMARY 

• Israel’s unfaithfulness surfaces: marrying idol-worshipers, breaking marriage vows. 

• Marriage is meant to mirror God’s covenant loyalty. 

• God’s desire: godly offspring and a people who uphold relational integrity. 

STUDY POINTS 

1. Marriage & Worship: Spousal unfaithfulness reveals one’s heart toward God. 

2. Generational Impact: Faithful homes foster godly lineage. 

3. Picture of Christ & Church: Earthly marriage anticipates Christ’s eternal covenant 
love. 

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION 

• Why does God equate faithlessness in marriage with faithlessness toward Him? 

• Reflect on Ephesians 5:25–33. How does Christ’s sacrificial love shape marital 
commitment? 

APPLICATION 

• Married: Pray with your spouse over any areas needing renewed fidelity or 
forgiveness. 

• Single: Consider how reverence for God guides your view of marriage or 
relationships generally. 

  



LESSON 4: THE JUSTICE OF GOD 

(Malachi 2:17–3:6) 

SERMON SUMMARY 

Here, we tackled Israel’s complaint that God seemed distant or unjust when evil thrived. 
The Lord’s response revealed His plan to send a refining messenger who would purify His 
people, proving that God does not overlook sin but acts in His perfect timing. Since the 
Lord never changes, His justice ultimately brings hope and stability to believers amidst 
life’s upheavals. 

SUMMARY 

• People cry, “Where is the God of justice?” 

• God’s response: a refining day is coming; His holiness will purge corruption. 

• Malachi 3:6 emphasizes God’s unchanging nature as the anchor of hope. 

STUDY POINTS 

1. Questioning God’s Justice: Cynical words imply God overlooks evil—He does not. 

2. Refiner’s Fire: Trials often test and purify genuine faith. 

3. Immutability: God’s unchanging character ensures He keeps His promises. 

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION 

• When have you felt tempted to question God’s justice? 

• How can viewing difficulties as a “refiner’s fire” reshape your attitude in hardship? 

APPLICATION 

• Trials Inventory: Name a current struggle. Pray for God’s sanctifying work in that 
area. 

  



LESSON 5: TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND HEART DEVOTION 

(Malachi 3:7–12) 

SERMON SUMMARY 

In this sermon, we focused on Israel’s neglect of tithes, exposing their lack of trust in God’s 
faithful provision. The call to “return” highlights repentance that includes the realm of 
finances and resources. Ultimately, under the new covenant, God’s people give generously 
out of gratitude and love, not compulsion, reflecting a heart that acknowledges God as the 
true Provider. 

SUMMARY 

• “Return to Me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord. 

• Withholding tithes indicated a lack of trust in God’s provision. 

• New Testament generosity flows from a transformed heart rather than legalistic duty 
(2 Corinthians 9:7). 

STUDY POINTS 

1. Returning to God: Repentance includes realigning our financial stewardship. 

2. Test of Trust: Generous giving expresses faith in God’s care. 

3. Blessing & Obedience: God seeks not just the gift, but the heart of the giver. 

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION 

• Why is surrendering finances often so challenging? 

• How might faithful giving enlarge your trust in God’s day-to-day provision? 

APPLICATION 

• Budget Check: Review your spending in prayer; discern areas to practice greater 
kingdom generosity. 

  



LESSON 6: THE FINAL DISPUTE & THE COMING MESSIAH 

(Malachi 3:13–4:6) 

SERMON SUMMARY 

Here, Israel lamented that serving God felt pointless as evildoers seemed to prosper. We 
discovered that a faithful remnant still revered the Lord, and He recorded their names in a 
“book of remembrance.” The prophecy ends with a vision of the Day of the Lord, bringing 
judgment upon the wicked and healing for those who fear His name, foreshadowing John 
the Baptist and Christ’s coming. 

SUMMARY 

• Some lament, “Serving God is vain,” especially as evildoers seem to thrive. 

• Yet a faithful remnant fears the Lord; He records their names in a “book of 
remembrance.” 

• A day of judgment and healing is promised: the wicked as stubble, the righteous 
rising with joy and life. 

STUDY POINTS 

1. God’s Book of Remembrance: He never forgets His faithful ones. 

2. Remnant Theology: God preserves those who truly fear Him, despite broad apathy. 

3. Sun of Righteousness: Christ’s coming brings both justice and hope. 

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION 

• Does it ever seem “vain” to serve God when others apparently prosper in sin? How 
does Malachi’s reassurance strengthen you? 

• How might anticipating Christ’s ultimate victory embolden you for faithful living 
now? 

APPLICATION 

• Hope Anchor: Identify an area where you’re tempted to discouragement—then 
actively trust God’s unchanging promise of final rescue and restoration. 

  



CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS 

1. Malachi & Christmas 

o Malachi finishes by foretelling the forerunner (“Elijah”) before the Messiah’s 
arrival. 

o Christmas celebrates the fulfillment of that promise in Jesus’ first coming, 
pointing us further to His second coming. 

2. Personal Renewal 

o Reflect on whether Malachi’s message has unearthed apathy or half-hearted 
worship in your life. 

o Rejoice in God’s mercy, always ready to renew covenant faithfulness. 

3. Corporate Commitment 

o Be like the “faithful remnant” (Malachi 3:16) who feared the Lord and 
esteemed His name. 

o Encourage one another in reverent, obedient worship while awaiting Christ’s 
consummation of God’s kingdom. 

  



STUDY GUIDE WRAP-UP 

Key Verse to Memorize 

“For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.” 
(Malachi 3:6) 

Final Questions 

• In what ways does God’s immutability (Malachi 3:6) help you face uncertainty or 
apathy? 

• How does anticipation of the “sun of righteousness” (Malachi 4:2) sustain your hope 
in trials? 

Suggested Prayer 

“Father, thank You for the book of Malachi. Expose any apathy or hypocrisy in my heart and 
help me return to You with zeal. May I be faithful, giving You true honor and awaiting the 
blessed hope of Christ’s reign. Amen.” 

 


